
The
United Farmer

December 1972



In the 1971 December issue of the United Farmer it was
announced there would be stories featuring:

Agent of the Month — a personalized look at U.F.A.'s agents
throughout Alberta, people they work with and their involvements

in the community.

Petroleum Product Information — a column by Gerry McKay,
Petroleum Division market co-ordinator.

Albertan of the Month — hi-lites about some of Alberta's

progressive citizens.

Water — practical information by Charles Robinson, U.F.A.'s

plumbing consultant.

Agri-news — items of interest by Larry Firmston of U.F.A.'s

animal health products department.

U.F.A. Farm Supply Centres — pictures and profiles of the
personnel at the centres.

There were regular stories published on Agent of the Month,
Albertan of the Month, and U.F.A. Farm Supply Centres — the
other features, due mostly to space limitations, were only used
occasionally.

The Albertan of the Month and the Agent of the Month
stories generated more reader interest than any others ever printed

in the United Farmer. I would like to thank the many people who
took the time to write in. Their kind comments and constructive

criticisms were very much appreciated.

I would also like at this reflective time to thank the many
people associated with our organization whom I have met in the
past years. The hospitality that has been extended to me through-
out Alberta has to be one of the most rewarding facets of my
work.

The associations in themselves may be brief but the warmth
and friendship I have enjoyed has contributed so much to making
my work worthwhile and meaningful.

In 1973, the Albertan of the Month, Agent of the Month and
the Farm Supply Centre series will be continued and hopefully we
will have more on petroleum product information, Agri-news, Water
and new items at the farm supply centres.

My very best to you and yours for a Merry Christmas and a

healthy, happy New Year.

Publications Editor

United Farmers of Alberta
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A little more good judgment to take people as

they are and not as I would like them to be.

A little more humility to fulfill my duties even
though I may find them difficult.

A little more courage and strength to bear with

the faults of others and not to get excited over
them.

A little more charity so as not to manifest my
hurts.

And above all, a little more prayer to draw the

good Lord into my heart and to keep Him there.
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Dr. A. W. Piatt Named to Hall of fame

I

Dr. Hugh Horner, Deputy Pre-
mier and Minister of Agriculture,
congratulating Dr. Arnold Piatt,

Executive Secretary of U.F.A., on
being named to Alberta's Hall of
Fame.

Dr. Arnold W. Piatt, Executive-Secretary of U.F.A.

was honored recently on being named to the Alberta
Agricultural Hall of Fame. Among the many digni-

taries attending the ceremony held at the Provincial

Archives Building, on October 6, 1972, were the
Lieutenant Governor, Grant McEwan; the Deputy
Premier and Minister of the Department of Agricul-
ture, Dr. Hugh Horner; Minister of the Department
of Culture, Youth and Recreation, the Honorable
Horst Schmid and the Honorable George Topolnisky.

The Hall of Fame was instituted in 1950 to

honor the achievements of Albertans who have made
outstanding contributions to agricultural life in the
province with the contributions being provincial or
national in scope .Also honored in the 1972 list

were Mrs. W. C. (Ivy) Taylor, Wainwright; Roy
Marler, Bremner; Frank Grisdale, Olds; Henry Young,
Millet; and the late Dr. P. M. Sauder, Lethbridge.

Arnold Piatt was born in Innisfree, Alberta and
attended the Olds and Vermilion Schools of Agricul-

ture. He received his B.Sc. and M.Sc. at the Uni-

versity of Alberta and in 1965 had the degree of

L.L.D. (Honorary) conferred on him by the Univer-

sity.

In 1936, Dr. Piatt was a Field Officer for the

P.F.R.A. and in 1937 was Research Assistant with

the Department of Agriculture in Ottawa. From 1938-

44 he was Assistant Superintendent of the Experi-

mental Station at Swift Current, Saskatchewan, and
from 1944-48 was Co-ordinator of the Cereal Crop
Improvement, Great Plain Area. From 1948-50 he

headed the Cereal Crop Breeding Regional Research
Laboratory in Lethbridge; was Managing Director of

N.B. Farstad and Associates, 1950-53; and Manag-
ing Director of Sundance Farms Ltd. 1953-56.

Dr. Piatt was elected President of the Farmers
Union of Alberta in 1956, and held this office until

1958. In 1959, he acted as Advisor to the Canadian
Government, Department of Trade and Commerce
at the International Wheat Conference in Geneva.
From 1959 to 1962 he was a member of the Royal

Commission on Transportation.

From 1957-62, he was a member of the Board
of Governors, University of Alberta, and a member
of the Senate, University of Calgary from 1965 to

1971. Since 1959, Dr. Piatt has been president of

Piatt Limited. He has authored or co-authored 15
scientific papers.

Dr. Piatt was elected a Fellow of the Agricul-

tural Institute of Canada in 1950 for Distinguished

Research in Breeding for Insect Resistance in Crop
Plants. Piatt Lake in Saskatchewan was named in

appreciation of the development of Rescue Wheat. He
is a member of the Agricultural Institute of Canada,
the Alberta Institute of Agrologists, the Canadian
Agricultural Economic Society, Unifarm and the

Western Stockgrowers Association. In 1971, he was
named Chairman of the ad hoc committee for the

formation of a single cattle commodity group.

Since September, 1961, Dr. Piatt has been the

Executive Secretary of United Farmers of Alberta.
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AGRICULTURE WEEK

John Schmidt, Agriculture Editor of the
Calgary Herald; Carolann Johnson, Products
Promotion Officer, Alberta Egg & Fowl Mar-
keting Board; and Dr. Hugh Horner, Minister
of Agriculture.

"Agriculture Week" held in October was a spec-

ial project promoted by the Department of Agricul-

ture. The Honorable Minister of Agriculture and his

department instituted this new program to empha-
size the importance of agriculture in the province's

economy and to improve communication between
the farming community and other segments of so-

ciety. Year round promotion programs carried out
by the production, supply and retail sectors of the
agricultural industry, will still be continued.

Here is how the president of Unifarm, Dobson
Lea, evaluated 'Agriculture Week'. "It is a commen-
dable effort to create a better understanding by
society of the importance of our industry in the
total economy of the province. At the same time we
want to make consumers aware of the wide variety

of fine quality foods grown here in Alberta. Such
awareness will, hopefully, reduce the demand for

imported items that can be, and are being, pro-

duced here. It is designed to focus attention on
our industry and its products; and could develop
as the focal point of a year round program of com-
munication between consumers and the agricultural

society."

C. A. Cheshire, head of the Alberta department
of agriculture's district agriculturist branch and co-

ordinator of 'Agriculture Week', reported that the
commodity groups and retailers that were contacted
gave enthusiastic support to the idea. The retailers

included information on 'Agriculture Week' in their

advertising and promotion material throughout the
province. The commodity groups helped the retailers

and the news media to publicize the role their groups
are playing in agriculture.

Agricultural supplements were published by
many of the province's daily newspapers. Two re-

ceptions were arranged to launch the event. One
was held in Edmonton on the evening of October
2 and the other in Calgary on October 3.

The Alberta Department of Agriculture's role in

'Agriculture Week' was mainly one of co-ordination.

'Agriculture Week' will be an annual event, and
plans for 1973 are already underway.

The dining room at the Southern Alberta Institute of
Technology where a superb dinner was served to inaugurate
Agricultural Week. All foods served, of course, were Alberta
produced.
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Camp Rayner

The Saskatchewan Co-operative Youth Grad Seminar —
a meeting of young people from Saskatchewan, Alberta,

Manitoba and New Brunswick.

FIFTY • EIGHT YOUNG PEOPLE — 48 from Sas-

katchewan, five from Alberta, four from Manitoba,

and one from New Brunswick, assembled at the

Saskatchewan co-operative youth grad seminar held

for a week in July at Camp Rayner, near Outlook,

Saskatchewan, to learn more about themselves and
about community decision making.

Attending the seminar from Alberta, as part of

the exchange group were: Alayne Sinclair, Vulcan;

Susan Appleby, Tofield; John Sanford, Lavoy; and
Debbi Faryna, Holden. Cliff Pilkey, Manager of

U.F.A.'s Information Service Division, also attended
as a member of the exchange staff personnel.

The graduate seminar was sponsored by Western
Co-op College's youth program. Guidance by staff

was minimized as much as possible and students
were encouraged to work out their problems and
form interest groups on their own initiative.

For the most part, the evaluations on the semi-

nar were positive and most of the participants found
the week to be a worthwhile trail on the road to

self discovery.

Elk Point Agent

In Fatal

Accident

Terry Peterson

It is with deep regret that we note

the death of Mr. Terrence Peterson,

U.F.A. Agent at Elk Point who was killed

in a tragic accident on October 31st,

1972. He was the son of Mr. Sigvard

H. Peterson of Lindbergh, who is the

U.F.A. delegate from the St. Paul area.

Terrence Peterson joined the Petro-

leum Division on November 18, 1968.

He was a diligent and conscientious

agent and had steadily increased the

volume at the Elk Point Agency.

On behalf of Mr. Peterson's associ-

ates at U.F.A., we would like to extend

our deepest sympathy to Mrs. Clara

Peterson on the tragic and untimely

death of her husband.

Attending from Alberta: left to right — Alayne Sinclair,

Vulcan; Cliff Pilkey, U.F.A.; Susan Appleby, Tofield; John
Sanford, Lavoy; and Debbie Faryna, Holden.



Christmas at U-R/

Hundreds of items that would make wc
U.F.A. s Farm Supply Centres throughout Al

Christmas so be sure to take time and see

Vulcan, Vermilion, Spruce Grove, Stettler, Pi

Camrose, Airdrie, Red Deer, Lethbridge, Edir

from the many items available:

M-766
Mini cassette recorder. Sanyo's new
mini cassette recorder! Hand held, the
M-766 takes no space at all. You can
operate it with just one hand, and the
built-in condenser microphone picks up
sounds loud and clear. Convenient
hand strap. Features battery condition
indicator, record interlock button, pause
button. Operates on five penlite cells.

Weighs just 1 lb. 7 oz. Handsome dull

black and chrome finish.

Model 545

TSC Drill

Operates from to 500 RPM

• Large chuck capacity - compact, lightweight,
easy to handle

Powerful 3 amp. motor

Removable side handle for operator
convenience

8FC 63W — This compact AM/FM clock radio wakes
you to pleasant sounds, and for heavy sleepers an
alarm sounds after ten minutes. At night use the
sleep timer to let the radio lull you to sleep. It shuts
off automatically up to an hour later. Features: 3"

front mounted speaker, illuminated clock, front control
knobs, solid state circuitry.
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'.s Farm Supply Centres

lerful Christmas gifts are waiting for you at

rta. Many items are brought in especially for

te attractive Christmas displays at Westlock,

ost, Hanna, Grimshaw, Grande Prairie, Falher,

iton and Calgary. Here are a few suggestions

HAND TOOLS

super stinger 440

Totally re-designed,
with Rockwell tvvin440

engine, "Power-Thrust"

clutch, "Power-Bite"
track. Shocks, full in-

strumentation, "Para-

Rail" suspension are

standard. In gleaming
red fleck.

Hand Tools

Wrench Sets

Socket Sets

POWER TOOLS

Skilsaw Power Saws and

Accessories

Drills and Accessories

Jig Saws and Accessories

SPORTING GOODS

Guns
10 Speed Bikes

Hodaka Motor Bikes

Pool Tables

FURNITURE

Chesterfield Suites

Kitchen Sets

Bedroom Suites

Recliners

Radios

Stereos

Cassettes

Recorders

AUTOMOTIVE ACCESSORIES

* Battery Chargers
* In-Car Warmers

TIM EX WATCHES
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Hanna is where Wes James, U.F.A. Agent, was
born and went to school. His dad taught school in

the Hanna area and is well remembered as one of

the town's pioneers.

Wes played senior ball around Brooks in 1937
and 1938, in fact he made his living at it for a

couple of years. So it was certainly a thrill for him
when he was able to visit New York in 1955 and
attend the World Series.

From 1941-45, Wes served overseas with the

Canadian army. Upon his return from the army,
he re-entered the trucking business which he had
gone into in 1938.

Wes, even though his agency showed a 15.3%
increase in light product sales in 1971, is still very

much in the trucking business. He hauls livestock

and building material and trucks his own light

product in from Calgary. This particular aspect of

his business necessitates about 100 trips each year.

However, Wes is projecting sales of 700,000 gallons

of light product in 1972 and with an 11% increase

in sales for the first half of the year, it looks good.

The agency at Hanna serves customers in an
area that reaches out to Scapa, Spondin, Stanmore,
Pollockville and Hand Hills. Wes has a 500 Dodge
truck that holds 1200 gallons and a 700 Dodge
that holds 2600 gallons. A lot of delivering is re-

quired in the Hanna area which is sparsely popu-
lated. Because of the capable help he has at the
agency, Wes does not find it necessary to go on
delivery unless it is very busy.

His son Rea does the majority of the deliveries

and it must keep Rea very busy as we weren't able

WES JAMES
U.F.A. Agent
Hanna, Alberta

to get a picture of him. Rea was also born in Hanna
and attended school there. He then went on and
completed his grade 11 and 12 in Red Deer.

The third member of the team at the Hanna
Agency is Earl Ness, who takes care of the books
and the warehouse. Earl was born in Erskine, at-

tended Union Hall, a rural school, and then attended
school in Erskine.

For five years he was an inspector for Prairie

Farm Assistance and then for 14 1/2 years he was
driver and clerk for the Imperial Oil Agency in

Hanna. For 8 years, Earl also farmed in the Garden
Plain district which is north of Hanna.

A member of the local Elks Lodge, Earl enjoys

fishing and hunting. He and his wife Hedy, who is

the manager of Eatons' order office at Hanna, have
three sons, Tommy and Gordon in Calgary, Russel

in Red Deer and two daughters Margot in Grande
Centre and Evelyn in Rocky Mountain House.

Wes James has found that in order to maintain

and give good service to his customers, it is neces-

sary to have good equipment and he has upgraded
his trucks since taking over the agency. In addition

he stresses the importance of hiring good help

which he feels he certainly has in his son Rea and
Earl Ness.

A particular item that Wes feels is good for

business is the Print-o-meter on the trucks. He
finds them an excellent help as it is a precise way
of doing business. If the customer isn't home, de-

liveries are able to be made without any argument
as to the exact amount delivered.

Wes belongs to the Legion and the Hanna Elks.

His wife, Mildred is involved in numerous commun-
ity projects and is a member of the Royal Purple.

It's only a couple of years since Wes took over the

Hanna Agency and since then sales have been
steadily climbing. This certainly is indicative of the

good job being done by Wes and Rea James, and
Earl Ness at U.F.A. 's Agency in Hanna.
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Camrose

Camrose County Building

Like most Alberta towns and cities, Camrose,

located in the Parkland of Central Alberta, has an

agricultural base. It seems to be just another well-

kept, modern, quiet, agricultural centre, but beneath

its quiet exterior is an abundance of thriving indus-

try which has enabled the city to grow.

Camrose is the centre of the seed growing and

seed cleaning industry in Western Canada. It is one

of the heaviest shipping points in Alberta for hogs,

and a major poultry area.

According to William Turnbull, city building sup-

ervisor, "There's lots of land, lots of water and

lots of feed. Feedlots will be a growing thing around

Camrose in the future. Camrose is right in the cen-

tre of one of the largest livestock shipping areas

in Canada."

The water supply in the city has an interesting

history. Originally, it came from a number of creeks.

When the C.N.R. line came through, the railroads

dammed the creeks to provide water for the steam

engines. When the steam engine was replaced by

coal burners, Calgary Power came in to supply water.

However, it was, to quote a resident, "pretty grubby

in the Spring and as Calgary Power couldn't afford

to bring water in, the people of Camrose raised the

money in about 1960 to build a pipeline and lent

it to Calgary Power to supply the water: The water

is filtered through sand and gravel and is usually

clear."

Camrose itself is a very attractive community
wtih clean, paved streets, many trees and numer-

ous parks and recreation areas. Far from being a

static community, Camrose's population has tripled

in the last 24 years although there has been only a

small increase in recent years. The 1970 figure is

8,903.

The industrial areas are well planned, with no

evidence of the helter skelter development which

often plagues smaller cities.

A recent study by planners project a population

figure of 12,000 for Camrose in 1981. Industrial

Co-ordinator, Jack Pratt, recently stated, "Camrose
has a lot of growth ahead."

Camrose Farm
Supply Centre

Camrose was officially opened in October, 1963.

Prospects appeared good and it was felt the initial

support of members gave every indication that Cam-
rose would eventually provide a good percentage of

U.F.A.'s farm supply business. This has proven to

be the case and the 1972 nine-month interim state-

ment showed that Camrose is having its biggest
year. Sales showed a sharp increase of 35% as

compared to the same period last year.

continued on page 8
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(Camrose Farm Supply Centre)

continued from page 7

Credit must be given to Dave Latam and his

staff at Camrose for the record breaking sales they

have generated. Expenses have been tightly con-

trolled and as a result, net earnings for the first

nine months of 1972 have shown an excellent in-

crease.

DON PEWAR
Salesman

Born at Camrose, Don
received his schooling in

Round Hill, Alberta and Van-

couver, B.C. He spent his

younger days on the farm,

and before joining U.F.A. was
employed in selling veteri-

nary supplies.

On March 25, 1969, Don joined the staff at

Camrose. He has taken Program Instruction in Sales-

manship, Modern Salesmanship by correspondence
and also has taken The Management Function at

Western Co-op College.

Don is a member of the Camrose and District

Light Horse Association. For hobbies, he enjoys
hunting, fishing, rodeo and skidooing.

JACKIE ANDERSON
Salesman

A native of Camrose, Al-

berta, Jackie joined U.F.A. on
June 9, 1969 as a salesman
at Camrose. He received his

schooling at Rosalind, Alber-

ta and also attended Rosalind

High School.

Jackie was born and raised

on the farm and is very familiar with the many
aspects of farming.

He belongs to the Junior Chamber of Commerce
and the Elks in Camrose. For hobbies, he enjoys

hunting and skidooing.

Jackie has taken the Modern Salesman Course.

HARRY MELNYCHUK
Head Warehouseman
A ten year veteran with

U.F.A., Harry was born at

Smoky Lake and received his

schooling at Hollow Lake, Al-

berta.

On the farm for twenty-

three years, Harry joined

U.F.A. on April 30, 1962. In

1964, he was moved to Edmonton as warehouseman
and in 1966 became the head warehouseman at

Westlock. In 1969, Harry was transferred to Cam-
rose as head warehouseman. He is active in the

Camrose community and is assistant leader of the

Boys Scouts. Harry also enjoys hunting and fishing.

He and his wife, Kay, have two children, Lenard

and Louire.

DAVE LATAM Inside the Farm Supply Centre

Manager
Born in Edmonton, Dave grew up on the family

farm, attended Salisbury School and Salisbury High
School.

On March 8, 1964, he joined U.F.A. as a sales-

man at the Edmonton Farm Supply Centre. In 1965
he was promoted to Administrative Supervisor and
in 1966, he became assistant manager in Leth-

bridge. In the same year, Dave was transferred to

Hanna as manager and then in April of 1969 he
was transferred to Camrose as farm supply mana-
ger.

Dave's enthusiastic and friendly personality has
won him many good friends. In Camrose he is a

member of the Kinsmen Club, the Curling Club
and the Chamber of Commerce. For hobbies he
enjoys curling, golfing and snowmobiling.

Dave and his wife Sharon have one daughter,

Laurie.

ROGER OLIVER
Warehouseman

The newest member of the

Camrose staff, Roger was
born in Hardisty, received his

schooling in Merna and then
attended high school in

Sedgewick.

Born and raised on the

farm, Roger still makes his

home in nearby Lougheed, Alberta and has com-
muted to work since joining U.F.A. on July 24,

1972.

Roger is a member of the Bellshill Rivers —
a hockey team with a very consistent record —
they have lost every game.

Roger also enjoys fastball and cars.

LORNE PERKIN
Warehouseman

Lome joined United Farm-

ers on February 28, 1972.

He was born in Wetaskiwin
where he received his school-

ing.

In 1969, Lome worked for

Macleods in Wetaskiwin and
then for two years he was
with Merit Stores Limited, Stettler. Prior to joining

U.F.A., Lome worked for Worden Moving and Stor-

age in Camrose.

Hockey, football and baseball are all hobbies

of Lome's.
He and his wife, Linda Lee, have a daughter,

Tammy Lynn.
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' The approach of the Christmas season and all that it means
must surely lead us to contemplate the blessings bestowed on

all of us.

We are blessed by living in a vast and uncrowded country,

rich in natural resources. Our standard of living rates among the

highest in the world and the prospects for Canada's future are

bright.

Let us be thankful not only for material things in our lives

but for those deeper aspects that give us direction and genuine

purpose. The interactions and relationships with family, friends

and business associates — the human contact that is the real

gift that is bestowed on us — these are what make each day

meaningful and worthwhile.

For it is people who really make Christmas — children,

young people, old people. Though to each one and to each age

group, Christmas may be described in different terms, all have

one thing in common. Christmas is joyful because it is shared.

To share friendships by having a true interest in others causes

Christmas to permeate and last throughout the year.

Enjoy the festive season to the hilt. May the wonderful

spirit of Christmas fill your home with every happiness and may
your Yuletide be a time of joy and laughter.

Our wishes for a Merry Christmas to you and your families

and in the year to come may good health, good friends, peace

and prosperity be yours to enjoy.

Our entire organization joins in sending Season's Greetings

and warmest Best Wishes for a prosperous and Happy New

Sincerely

George Sayle William McCartney

Year.

United Farmers of Alberta Co-operative Limited



When you raise your glass

and shout "Happy New Year!"

at midnight on December 31,
how will citizens of other coun-
tries be welcoming the New
Year? Will they boil Indian rice— toast with Spanish sherry—
exchange Iranian eggs?

Russian families usually cel-

ebrate New Year's as a quiet

household holiday. There are

New Year's trees, decorated
with tQys and lights, and parties

for the children. At midnight, in

observance of an old Russian
custom, celebrants douse all

the lights. Many teenagers go
about the streets festively

throwing peas and wheat grains

at passerbys . . . much in the
same way we throw confetti at

weddings.

Luck dominates the scene in

Spain. When the clock begins
to strike midnight, each person
starts to eat 12 grapes. The en-

tire dozen must be eaten before
the twelfth stroke of the bell

to be sure that the New Year
will be a happy one.

Legend has it that this Span-
ish custom was begun by men
who raised grapes for the mak-
ing of sherry. Spanish sherry
from the grapes of Jerez vine-

yards would be perfect in the
coming year, they believed, if

everyone ate one grape with

each stroke of the New Year's
bell.

In France and Scotland, New
Year's Day is a more festive hol-

iday than Christmas. At Christ-

mas, a French child puts his

wooden shoe on the hearth for

a gift, but it's on New Year's

Day that adults exchange pres-

ents.

Ring Out

the Old...
Scottish tradition has it that

the first one in a house on New
Year's Day brings good luck.

Midnight celebrators carry
spiced cakes and other goodies
to wish their host a good year.

But if you were to welcome
in the New Year in Iran, you
might be surprised at the gifts

you are expected to exchange
• • • eggs!

New Year's in India is an ex-

tremely solemn festival. Flower
bedecked cattle are followed

through the streets to the sac-

red Ganges River where pil-

grims gather to worship. In the

southern part of the country,

the boiling of new rice is an
appeal for good luck during the
new year.

In contrast, the Japanese
New Year's celebration is a

razzle-dazzle affair. Everyone
takes three days off from work
to visit with his friends and join

in the many colorful parades.

Homes are decked out with

green pine branches, and bam-
boo stalks are hung on gate

posts along with tangerines . . .

indicative of long life. Decem-
ber 31 . . . called "Grand Last

Day" ... is a truly happy time,

and the merrymaking culmi-

nates in the Joya-no-kane, the

108 peals of the temple bells

at midnight. And the ushering

in of the New Year has an extra

special meaning in Japan, for

the stroke of midnight means
it's everyone's birthday!

Those who get the biggest

bang out of New Year's, how-

ever, are probably the people

of Geneva, Switzerland. There,

every piece of artillery in town
goes off at 12 o'clock in 22
salvos in a holiday salute, and
a commemoration of the city's

liberation from Napoleon.

...and Ring In

the New
UF 2002.0053.96


